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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JOHN 

COLEMAN 

HON. TONY P. HALL 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 26, 2001 

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to note the long-term record of selfless 
service by one of Ohio’s own, and a member 
of the ‘‘greatest generation,’’ Colonel John 
Coleman, United States Army, Retired. This 
year marks the 50th anniversary of Colonel 
Coleman’s election as National President of 
the Reserve Officers Association and the 73rd 
anniversary of his acceptance of the oath of 
office as a commissioned military officer. 

Mr. Speaker, few American’s can claim such 
a rich legacy of service to country and coun-
trymen. We all know the excellent work that is 
done every day by the staff of the Reserve Of-
ficers Association and their numerous volun-
teer members. But few of us know the signifi-
cant achievements of Colonel John Coleman 
in his role as national president of the Reserve 
Officers Association. 

During 1951, Colonel Coleman worked 
closely with the Marine Corps Reserve Asso-
ciation to gain passage of the Armed Forces 
Reserve Act of 1952 which became Public 
Law 476. That act provided the framework for 
a fully integrated and fully capable reserve 
force working as partner with the regulars in 
meeting the nation’s defense needs. As a re-
sult of the legislation passed, the reserve force 
became a critical resource for all military en-
gagements that followed. 

Colonel Coleman’s record of military service 
began with his commissioning as a second 
lieutenant of the Field Artillery in 1928. His 
record is marked by selfless service in numer-
ous staff and command positions including 
service in combat during World War II. Among 
his many awards and recognition is his mem-
bership in the Honorable Order of Saint Bar-
bara for his contributions to the Army Field Ar-
tillery. 

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Coleman fully rep-
resents the spirit of the Reserve Officers As-
sociation and its model, the Minuteman. Just 
across the street from the East front of the 
Capitol building stands the Association’s head-
quarters, the Minuteman Memorial Building: an 
edifice that is aptly named as it represents the 
acts and sacrifices of so many of its members 
personified in the nature and deeds of Colonel 
Coleman. 

Just like the Minuteman, who came forward 
in a time of crisis to help his nation, so did 
Colonel Coleman come forward when his na-
tion and his Association needed him. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask all Americans to join me in a 
grateful salute to both Colonel John Coleman 
and his devoted wife, Julia. We are all grateful 
not only for his service but also to the thou-
sands of men and women who so admirably 
follow the traditions of one of Dayton, Ohio’s 
greats: Colonel John Coleman. 

TO RECOGNIZE THE TEACH OUR 
CHILDREN FOUNDATION AND 
THE THIRD ANNUAL BART 
OATES/RICK CERONE CELEBRITY 
GOLF OPEN 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 26, 2001 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Bart Oates and Rick Cerone, the co- 
founders of the Teach Our Children Founda-
tion in Newark, New Jersey. On Monday, June 
25, 2001, Mr. Oates and Mr. Cerone hosted 
their Third Annual Oates/Cerone Celebrity Golf 
Open at the Mountain Ridge Country Club in 
West Caldwell, New Jersey. This charity event 
raised funds for the Teach Our Children Foun-
dation, benefiting underprivileged children liv-
ing in Newark. 

The Teach Our Children Foundation, a non- 
profit organization founded by Bart Oates and 
Rick Cerone, provides educational and devel-
opmental opportunities for children living in 
Newark. The foundation aims to address prob-
lems children face in urban America today, in-
cluding the presence of drugs, the breakdown 
of the familial structure, and the difficulties 
urban schools face in handling these and 
other issues. 

Bart Oates and Rick Cerone are very well 
known throughout New Jersey for their suc-
cessful careers in professional football and 
baseball. Bart Oates, who is a former New 
York Giant, graduated from Seton Hall’s 
School of Law, and currently is Vice President 
for Marketing and Client Service at the Gale & 
Wentworth Real Estate Company. Rick 
Cerone is a former New York Yankee, an 
alumnus of Seton Hall University, and founder 
and president of the Newark Bears Minor 
League baseball team. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Bart Oates and Rick Cerone, along 
with the Teach Our Children Foundation of 
Newark, New Jersey, for providing children 
with a brighter future and real educational op-
portunities. 

f 

CALLING ON CHINA TO RELEASE 
LI SHAOMIN AND ALL OTHER 
AMERICAN SCHOLARS OF CHI-
NESE ANCESTRY BEING HELD IN 
DETENTION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 25, 2001 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank Mr. SMITH of New Jersey for authoring 
this crucial and timely resolution. 

It troubles me to report that one of my con-
stituents is among the many Chinese-Ameri-
cans being held without cause by the govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China. 

As an author and scholar, Mr. Wu would 
often travel to the land of his ancestry for busi-
ness and research. 

However, on April 8th, Wu Jianming (Woo 
John-Ming) of Elmhurst, New York was de-

tained by security forces while traveling in the 
People’s Republic of China. He was taken to 
an isolated house outside the city of 
Guangzhou for questioning. 

Chinese authorities detained Mr. Wu for 
nearly a week before finally notifying the 
American consulate of the arrest in violation of 
standard protocol. 

Though the Consul General was finally 
granted access to assess the physical and 
emotional well being of Mr. Wu, the cir-
cumstances surrounding his captivity are sim-
ply unacceptable. He has now been held for 
nearly three months without being formally 
charged with any crime. 

Chinese diplomats here in Washington 
argue that Mr. Wu’s case is a matter of na-
tional security, and provided no further details. 

Mr. Wu is a husband, a scholar, and a U.S. 
citizen. He is not a subversive element. 

For the sake of Sino-American relations, it is 
essential that he be immediately and uncondi-
tionally released. 

It troubles me to report that Mr. Wu’s story 
is not an isolated incident. The recent deten-
tion of Chinese-American scholars has 
strained our relationship with Beijing. 

As members of the international community 
and partners of the United States, it is impera-
tive that they be held to the same standards 
as all other nations. 

Therefore, I proudly join Mr. SMITH in sup-
porting the release of these men without fur-
ther delay, and I urge my colleagues to join us 
in that endeavor. 

f 

HERSHEY INTERMODAL CENTER 
FUNDING 

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 26, 2001 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ex-
press my disappointment that funding for the 
Hershey Intermodal Center was not included 
in the FY 2002 Transportation Appropriations 
bill. Hershey, PA, is in need of a modernized 
central business district with a vibrant center 
of activity to meet the transportation and com-
mercial realities of the 21st Century. To ad-
dress this need, local government officials 
have been working with private concerns in a 
public-private partnership to renovate down-
town Hershey. At the heart of the downtown 
improvement plan is the construction of an 
intermodal transportation center. This facility 
will link bus transit, park and ride, and transit 
parking in a central location. It will also pro-
vide parking for the overall downtown develop-
ment and is situated to provide a stop for the 
commuter rail service that is envisioned in the 
CORRIDORone long-term plan. I strongly sup-
port this regional economic development 
project and believe that funding for this impor-
tant project should have been included in the 
Transportation Appropriations bill. 

Although $2.5 million was not added to this 
year’s House version of the Transportation Ap-
propriations bill, I plan to continue my efforts 
to seek funds which are seriously needed to 
revitalize central Pennsylvania. I hope the 
Senate will correct this oversight, and recog-
nize the needs of the hard working people of 
our commonwealth. 
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